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Yes, I am. / No, I’ m bored.
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How do they feel?
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[ think they are exhausted.
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How are they feeling today”
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I’ m not sure, but I think they are confused.
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The new school year has started, congratulations to all 1st
graders, 7th graders, and 10th graders! It is the season to fly
carp windsocks, and that means the first round of testing is
coming soon. Study hard everydody! Mike
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Accident on Shijo Bridge mars a beautiful Kyoto spring.

Spring is at its zenith and cherry blossoms are in full bloom in the
traditional geisha district of Gion in Kyoto. I am reminded of a well-known
poem from “Midaregami” (Tangled Hair), a collection of verse by Akiko
Yosano (1878-1942). It goes: “Crossing Gion on my way to Kiyomizu/
Everyone I meet this evening is beautiful/ Under mooniit cherry
blossoms.”

The evening has a festive air under the soft glow of wood-burning
torches that light up the cherry boughs. Every blissful young woman is
radiantly beautiful. Around this season, the ancient capital city of Kyoto
teems with tourists, and reserving accommodation is a challenge.

However, a terrible tragedy struck in the early afternoon of April 12. A
minivan rammed into pedestrians in the heart of Gion, killing eight people,
including the driver.

The cause and the circumstances of the incident are still under
investigation, but the driver reportedly had an epilepsy—iike illness. Motor
vehicles are often referred to as “hashiru kyoki” (weapons on wheels) in
Japan. I have to agree, even though the “weapon” in this case was only a m

The toll last year was less than one—third of that peak. Even so, 4612 pec

Whatever may have been the cause of the accident in Kyoto, it is regretta
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